
Determining the Structure and Estimation of
HAC

Ostap Okhrina

Yarema Okhrinb

Wolfgang Schmidc

Institute for Statistics and Econometrics
Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin
http://ise.wiwi.hu-berlin.de

a Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin
b University of Bern
c European University Viadrina, Frankfurt (Oder)

http://ise.wiwi.hu-berlin.de


1-1

Introduction

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

● ●

●

●
●

●

●

●

● ●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

● ●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

● ●

● ●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

● ●
●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●
●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

● ●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●
●

●

●

● ●

●

●

●

● ●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●
●

●

●

●

●
●●

●
●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

● ●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●
●

●

● ●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●
●

●
●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●●

●

●

●

●

● ●
●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●
●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

● ●

●
●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

● ●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

● ●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

● ●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

● ●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

● ●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

−4 −2 0 2 4

−
4

−
2

0
2

4

●
●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●
●

●

●

●

● ●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●
● ●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

● ●●●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●
●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

● ●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

● ●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

● ●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

● ●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

● ●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

● ●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●●

●

●

●

●

● ●●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

● ●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

● ●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●● ●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●● ●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

● ●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●●

●●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

● ●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

● ●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

−4 −2 0 2 4

−
4

−
2

0
2

4

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●●

●
●

●

●

●

● ●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
● ●

●

●

●

●●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

● ●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●
●

●
●

● ●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

● ●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

● ●

●

● ●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

● ●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

● ●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

● ●

●

●

●

●

●

●

● ●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

● ●

●

●

●
●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

● ●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●
●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

● ●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

● ●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

−4 −2 0 2 4

−
4

−
2

0
2

4

Different distributions, however, the same margins and the same
correlation coefficient !!!
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Theorem (Sklar, 1959)
Let X1, . . . ,Xk be random variables with marginal distribution
functions F1, . . . ,Fk and joint distribution function F . Then there
exists a k-dimensional copula C : [0, 1]k → [0, 1] such that
∀x1, . . . , xk ∈ ℝ = [−∞,∞]

F (x1, . . . , xk) = C (F1(x1), . . . ,Fk(xk))
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Archimedean Copula

Multivariate Archimedean copula C : [0, 1]d → [0, 1] defined as

C (u1, . . . , ud ) = �{�−1(u1) + ⋅ ⋅ ⋅+ �−1(ud )}, (1)

where � : [0,∞)→ [0, 1] is continuous and strictly decreasing with
�(0) = 1, �(∞) = 0 and �−1 its pseudo-inverse.
Example 1

�Gumbel(u, �) = exp{−u1/�}, where 1 ≤ � <∞
�Clayton(u, �) = (�u + 1)−1/�, where � ∈ [−1,∞)∖{0}

Disadvantages: too restrictive, single parameter, exchangeable
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Hierarchical Archimedean Copula

Simple AC with s=(1234)

C (u1, u2, u3, u4) = C1(u1, u2, u3, u4)

x1 x2 x3 x4

z(1234)

Q
Q
Q
Q
Q
Q
QQ

J
J
J
J
J

�
�
�
�
�

#
#

#
#
#

##

AC with s=((123)4)

C (u1, u2, u3, u4) = C1{C2(u1, u2, u3), u4}

x1 x2 x3 x4

z(123)

z((12)3)4

@
@
@
@
@

�
�
�

�
�

�
�
�

�
�
�

�
�

@
@

Fully nested AC with s=(((12)3)4)

C (u1, u2, u3, u4) = C1[C2{C3(u1, u2), u3}, u4]

x1 x2 x3 x4

z12

z(12)3

z((12)3)4

@
@

�
�

�
�

�
�
�

�
�
�

�
�
�

�
�

@
@

@
@

Partially Nested AC with s=((12)(34))

C (u1, u2, u3, u4) = C1{C2(u1, u2),C3(u3, u4)}

x1 x2 x3 x4

z12 z34

z(12)(34)

@
@

�
�

@
@

�
�

HHH
HH

���
��

C(u1, u2, u3, u4) = �(�−1(�12(�
−1
12 (u1) + �−1

12 (u2))) + �−1(�34(�
−1
34 (u3) + �−1

34 (u4))))
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Hierarchical Archimedean Copula
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Abbildung 1: Scatterplot of the CGumbel [CGumbel{Φ(x1), t2(x2); �1 =

2},Φ(x3); �2 = 10]



1-6

Hierarchical Archimedean Copula

−3 −2 −1  0  1  2  3

−
3

−
2

−
1

 0
 1

 2
 3

−3

−2

−1

 0

 1

 2

 3

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

● ●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

● ●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

● ●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●
●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●
●

●

●●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

● ●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●
●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●
● ●

● ●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

● ●

●

●

● ●

●

●

●

●

●

●

● ●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●●

●

●

●

●

● ●

●

●

● ●
●

●

●
●

●

●
●

●
●

●

●

●
●

●

●● ●
● ●●

●

●

● ●
●●

●

●

● ●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●
●

●

●● ●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●
●

●

●

● ●

●●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

● ●

●
●●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

● ●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●
●

●
● ●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

● ●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

● ●
●

●

●

●●
●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
● ●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

● ●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

● ●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

● ●

●
●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●
●

●

●

●

● ●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●● ●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

● ●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
● ●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●●

●

●
●

●●
●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

● ●

●

●

●

●

●●

● ●
●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●●

●

● ●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

● ●

●

●

●●

●
●

●
●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

● ●
●

●

●

● ●●

●●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●
●

● ●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●●

●
●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

● ●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●●

●
●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●●

● ●

●

●● ●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

● ●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

● ●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

● ●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

● ●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●
●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

● ●
●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●
●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

● ●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

● ●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

● ●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
● ●

●
●
●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
● ●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

● ●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

● ●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

● ●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

● ●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

● ●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●
●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

● ●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●
●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●
●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

● ●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

● ●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

● ●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

● ●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

● ●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

● ●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
● ●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●●

●
●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

● ●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

● ●

●

●

●●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

● ●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

Abbildung 2: Scatterplot of the CGumbel [Φ(x2),CGumbel{t2(x1),Φ(x3); �1 =

2}; �2 = 10]



1-7

Hierarchical Archimedean Copula

Advantages of HAC:
⊡ flexibility and wide range of dependencies:

for d = 10 more than 2.8 ⋅ 108 structures
⊡ dimension reduction:

d − 1 parameters to be estimated
⊡ subcopulas are also HAC
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Determining Structure

(12) ⇝ �̂12

(13) ⇝ �̂13

(14) ⇝ �̂14

(23) ⇝ �̂23

(24) ⇝ �̂24

(34) ⇝ �̂34

(123) ⇝ �̂123

(124) ⇝ �̂124

(234) ⇝ �̂234

(134) ⇝ �̂134

(1234) ⇝ �̂1234

be
st

fit
(1
3)

⇝

z(13),i = Ĉ{F̂1(x1i ), F̂3(x3i )}

(13)2 ⇝ �̂(13)2

(13)4 ⇝ �̂(13)4

24 ⇝ �̂24

(13)24 ⇝ �̂(13)24

be
st

fit
((
13

)4
)

⇝

z((13)4),i = Ĉ{z(13)i , F̂4(x4i )}

((13)4)2 ⇝ �̂((13)4)2

Estimation: multistage MLE with nonparametric and parametric margins
Criteria for grouping: goodness-of-fit tests, parameter-based method, etc.
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Criteria for grouping: I
We need a criterion for grouping variables at each level of the copula.
Alternatives:

⊡ goodness-of-fit tests
▶ dimension dependent
▶ KS type tests are difficult to implement
▶ possible choice ⇝ Chen et al. (2004, WP of LSE), Fermanian

(2005, JMA)

⊡ distance measures
▶ dimension dependent

⊡ parameter-based methods
Note that, if the true structure is (123) then

�(12) = �(13) = �(23) = �(123)

▶ heuristic methods
▶ test-based methods

⊡ tests on exchangeability
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Criteria for grouping: II

To guarantee that C is a HAC we assume that �−1
k−i ∘ �k−j ∈ ℒ∗,

i < j with

ℒ∗ = {! : [0,∞)→ [0,∞) ∣!(0) = 0, !(∞) =∞, (−1)j−1!(j) ≥ 0, j ≥ 1}.

for most of the generator functions the parameters should
decrease from the lowest level to the highest

Theorem
Let F be an arbitrary multivariate distribution function based on
HAC. Then F can be uniquely recovered from the marginal
distribution functions and all bivariate copula functions.
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Criteria for grouping based on �’s
x1 x2

z12

@
@

�
�

x1 x3

z13

@
@

�
�

x1 x4

z14

@
@

�
�

x2 x3

z23

@
@

�
�

x2 x4

z24

@
@

�
�

x3 x4

z34

@
@

�
�

max{�̂12, �̂13, �̂14, �̂23, �̂24, �̂34} = �̂13 ⇒

x1 x3 x2

z13

z(13)2

@
@

�
�

�
�

�
�
�

@
@

x1 x3 x4

z13

z(13)4

@
@

�
�

�
�
�

�
�

@
@

x2 x4

z24

@
@

�
�

max{�̂(13)2, �̂(13)4, �̂24} = �̂(13)4 ⇒

x1 x3 x4 x2

z13

z(13)4

z((13)4)2

@
@

�
�

�
�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�
�
�

@
@

@
@

�̂(13) ≈ �̂((13)4) ⇒

'

&

$

%

x1 x3 x4 x2

z(134)

z((134)2)

@
@
@
@
@

�
�

�
�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�
�
�

@
@



1-17

Criteria for grouping based on �’s
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Criteria for grouping based on �’s
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Criteria for grouping based on �’s
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Criteria for grouping based on �’s
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Criteria for grouping based on �’s
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Estimation Issues (parametric margins)
Multistage MLE(

∂ℒ1

∂�′1
, . . . ,

∂ℒk

∂�′k
,
∂ℒk+1

∂�′1
, . . . ,

∂ℒk+p

∂�′p

)′
= 0,

where ℒj =
n∑

i=1

lj (Xi ), for j = 1, . . . , k + p,

lj (Xi ) = log fj (xji ,�j ), for j = 1, . . . , k, i = 1, . . . , n,

lj+k(Xi ) = log
[
c({�ℓ,�ℓ}ℓ=1,...,p; sj )

(
{Fm(xmi ,�m)}m∈sj

)
×

∏
m∈sj

fm(xmi ,�m)
]

for j = 1, . . . , p, i = 1, . . . , n

Theorem
Let each marginal distribution fr for r = 1, . . . , k and the copula density at
each level of the hierarchy satisfy the regularity conditions of Theorem 5.2.2 of
Sen and Singer (1993). Then

n
1
2 (�̃ − �)

a∼ N(0,B−1˚B−1),
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Estimation Issues (nonparametric margins)

F̂j (x) =
1

n + 1

n∑
i=1

I(xji ≤ x), j = 1, . . . , k.

Canonical MLE
(
∂ℒ1

∂�′1
, . . . ,

∂ℒp

∂�′p

)′
= 0,

where ℒj =
n∑

i=1

lj (Xi ) for j = 1, . . . , p.

lj (Xi ) = log
[
c({�ℓ,�ℓ}ℓ=1,...,j ; sj )

(
{F̂m(xmi )}m∈sj

)
×
∏
m∈sj

f̂m(xmi )
]

for j = 1, . . . , p.

Theorem
Under regularity conditions, estimator �̂ is consistent and

n
1
2 (�̂ − �)

a∼ N(0,B−1˚B−1),
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Data and Copula

⊡ daily returns of Commerzbank (CBK), Merck (MRK),
ThyssenKrupp (TKA) and Volkswagen (VOW)

⊡ timespan = [13.11.1998 - 18.10.2007] (n = 2400)

⊡ ℳ = {� = exp(−u1/�)} - Gumbel generator
⊡ GARCH-residuals are conditionally distributed with estimated

copula
" ∼ C{F1(x1), . . . ,Fd (xd ); �t}

where F1, . . . ,Fd are marginal distributions and �t are the
copula parameters.
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Fit in time: I
θθ(((1.4).3).2) = 1.02 

θθ((1.4).3) = 1.32 

θθ(1.4) = 1.38 
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Abbildung 3: Film of time-varying HAC
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Fit in time: II

Date

B
IC
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Abbildung 4: Time-varying HAC: BIC for the multivariate t distribution,
multivariate N distribution and estimated HAC. Shaded areas represents
intervals where HAC-based distribution outperforms t and N
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Fit in time: III
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Abbildung 5: Norm of the difference between Kendall’s matrices for the
model and from the data
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Abbildung 6: Model fit for the true structure (123)(45)
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Abbildung 7: Model fit for the true structure (12(34))5


	



